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Opening Sermon 
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Al-hamdu lillah. Indeed, all praise is due to Allah. We praise Him and 
seek His help and forgiveness. We seek refuge with Allah from our 
souls’ evils and our wrong doings. He whom Allah guides, no one can 
misguide; and he whom He misguides, no one can guide. 
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I bear witness that there is no (true) god except Allah — alone 
without any partners. And I bear witness that Muhammad (H) is His 
‘ abd (servant) and messenger. 1 
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«0 you who believe! Revere Allah the right 
reverence, and do not die except as Muslims.» 2 



1 The above two paragraphs, together with the following three portions of Qur an, are 
called Khutbat ul-Hajah (the Sermon of Need). Allah’s Messenger (ill) often started 
his speeches with this sermon, and was keen on teaching it to his companions. The 
hadTths in this regard are recorded by Muslim, Abu Dawud, an -Nasal, and others, 
and are narrated by Ibn Masud, Ibn ‘Abbas, and others (4p>). A full discussion of 
the various reports of this sermon is provided by al-Albanl in his booklet, “ Khutbat 
ul-Hajah”, published by al-Maktab ul-Islaml, Beirut. 

2 Al ‘ Imran 3:102. 
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Ibrahim 


Kabah’s construction and renovations, and an accurate description of 
the structure and dimensions of the Ka'bah and other important 
elements of the Sanctified Mosque of Makkah. 

Indeed, Ibrahim’s sublime character and exemplary righteousness 
made him (0) a perpetual guide for multitudes of people, and a man 
who equaled a nation, rather: nations. 
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CHAPTER 1 

IBRAHIM THE MERITORIOUS 


According to scholars of old languages, Ibrahim (also Abraham or Ab- 
raahim) means “a merciful father”. 

Ibrahim (SsiSl) was a most righteous and devout worshiper of 
Allah (Hg). He was among the few that Allah chose to carry His 
messages to humanity. He was highly regarded and respected by the 
Prophet Muhammad (0). 

Ibrahim’s excellence, in this life and the next, are cited in 
numerous texts of the Quran and Sunnah. It is very difficult to 
encompass all of his merits in a single volume, but we will attempt 
throughout this book to highlight many of them. 


Ibrahim the Hamf 

0 

Muhammad Is Instructed to Follow Ibrahim's Religion 


Ibrahim (35S) is one of the greatest prophets that Allah (HI) sent to 
humanity. He was a pure hamf 1 who turned fully toward Allah (HI), 
by heart and action, with full submission and true gratitude. He fought 
against shirk (joining partners with Allah) and idol-worship. He was a 
great example, even for our Prophet Muhammad (0). Allah (HI) says: 



1 Hamf means a person who abandons all false religions and leans toward the Religion 

of Truth, Islam (Lisan ul-Arab). 
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«Indeed, Ibrahim was a leader who equaled a nation, 
devoutly obedient to Allah, inclining toward truth, 
and was not of those who join partners with Allah. 
He was grateful for Allah’s favors, and He (Allah) 
chose him and guided him to a straight path. We 
granted him good in this world, and indeed, in the 
hereafter he will be among the righteous. Then We 
revealed to you (O Muhammad) to follow the 
religion of Ibrahim, inclining toward truth, and not 
of those who join partners with Allah.» 1 


The word “ ummah ” means “nation”. But since it derives from the 
same root as “ amma ”, which means “led”, it also carries the meaning 
of leadership, as in the above ayah 2 . Both meanings are true in regard 
to Ibrahim ($gs\), and thus we included both of them in the above 
translation. 

In the above few ay at, Allah (tH) describes Ibrahim as being: 


1. Ummah (a leader equaling a nation). 

2. Qanit (devoutly obedient to Allah). 

3. Hamf (inclining toward truth). 

4. Clear of shirk (joining partners with Allah). 

5. Shakir (grateful) to Allah. 

6. Chosen by Allah. 

7. Guided by Allah to a straight path. 

8. Granted good in this life. 

9. Among the righteous in the next life. 

10. Worthy of being followed by the Prophet Muhammad (H). 

Furthermore, Allah (tig) commanded the Prophet Muhammad (M) 
to declare that he is upon the pure religion of Ibrahim: 


1 An-Nahl 16:120-123. 

2 See TqfsTr lbn Kathir. 
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«Say, “Indeed, my Lord has guided me to a straight 
path — a correct religion — the way of Ibrahim, 
inclining toward truth. And he was not of those who 
join others with Allah in worship.» 1 

It is then an honor for any person to be upon the religion of 
Ibrahim. Allah (§i) says: 
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«And who is better in religion than a person who 
submits his face to Allah, does good, and follows 
Ibrahim’s religion — inclining toward truth? (For) 
Allah took Ibrahim as a khaltl (close friend).» 2 
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The quality of khullah (close friendship) with Allah was only 
granted to two prophets, Ibrahim (iH) and Muhammad (H). 

Ibrahim Was Neither a Jew Nor a Christian 


The people of the Scripture attempt to attribute Ibrahim to themselves 
and claim that he was Jewish or Christian. But Allah (tH) rejects such 
claims and emphasizes that Ibrahim was upon the clear and pure 
religion of Islam, and that the greatest right to Ibrahim rests with the 
Prophet Muhammad (S) and his true followers. Allah says: 
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1 Al-Ariam 6:160. 

2 An-Nisa 4:125. 



